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The S.O.E.. Academy is a 9-week leadership 
and social skills development program for 
teens ages 14-17. The academy is designed 
to impart keys to confident living and 
encourage healthy life-styles in a fun and 
engaging way. Twelve young men and 
twelve young ladies are invited for the 
experience of a life-time. Modeled after the 
Biblical process of preparation and diplomacy 
as recorded in the book of Esther, the 
academy places emphasis on the “three P’s” 
of leadership development:    

·  PURPOSE:  Discovering hidden 
potential by developing an awareness of 
God-given  talents, gifts and abilities 

·  PACESETTING:  Becoming an 
advocate of positive change by  
taking  the lead that others might have 
an example to follow 

·   PREPARATION:  Taking advantage of 
time, educational opportunities and 
resources in pursuit of excellence  
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It’s A Celebration! The “Grand Cotillion Ball” 
provides high profile pageantry complete with 
formal dining, recognitions, gifts and awards.  
This black tie affair will allow students to 
showcase formal and informal dance skill 
while celebrating with parents, relatives and 
friends. Graduates create lasting memories 
and see their dreams come true. 
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Fun-filled, interactive sessions are made 
complete with music, personalized instruction 
and social dance.  The academy offers eight 
sessions scheduled from 10 a.m. until 1:00 
p.m. on Saturdays.  Session nine is the 
formal debutante cotillion ball.  After school 
and/or summer programs are available upon  
demand. The location may vary and will be 
announced no later than three weeks prior to 
the scheduled session. 

 

Brenda J. Johnson, Founder & Director 

Psalm 78:1-4 : Listen, my people to my 
instruction…that the generation to  come 
might know my ways and arise  and 
speak the truth to their children…that all 
would know to put their confidence in God. 

“Esther'  is a Persian name meaning, 'star.’  
Young people must be awakened and 
encouraged to rise to their full potential--to 
become ‘points of light’ to their peers and 
others who have lost their way.   Esther 
knew that when destiny calls, someone 
must answer. She also knew that when God 
speaks through times of hardship and 
adversity--those whom He has called will 
listen.  The School of  Esther Academy  
will allow participants the opportunity to 
learn essential keys to social success while 
building confident behaviors at home and 
abroad. We encourage parents, mentors 
and community leaders to Invest in the life 
of a young person who will in turn, make a 
positive impact  on society and the world.”  
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·  Introductions, Polite Conversation & 

Making Positive First Impressions 

·  Courtesies at Home & Abroad 

·  Public Speaking & Telephone Manners 

·  Informal & Formal Dining Etiquette 

·  Formal & Social Dance Lessons 

·  Personal Hygiene & Appearance 

·  Abstinence & Building Positive  
Male/Female Relationships 

·  Career Explorations/ Financial  Planning 
& Budgeting 

·  Fitness, Health & Nutrition 

·  How to build Cross/Multi-cultural 
Relationships 

·  Problem Solving & Conflict Management  

·  Community Service Opportunities�
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�� e S.O.E. Academy is a community-based 
program and welcomes youth currently 
enrolled in school and who are committed to 
embracing respectful behavior while seeking 
to excel. The school embraces traditional 
Christian values and does not discriminate 
according to race, class, ethnicity, national 
origin, religion or whether one does or does 
not have a church affiliation. Our 
programming distinguishing and unique in 
that it is Christ-centered and based on 
Christian values. 
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The Founder and Director of The School of 
Esther is Brenda J. Johnson.  Mrs. Johnson 
has over 15 years experience as a teacher, 
mentor and trainer in areas of personal and 
life-skills development. She is a former Board 
Member, judge and coach for the Miss North 
Carolina preliminaries for the Miss America 
Pageant and has owned a cotillion franchise 
in two cities in North Carolina.  Mrs. Johnson 
holds a B.A. in Business Communications & 
Fashion Merchandising and is an ordained 
minister.   

Seven male and female Advisory Council 
members serve as instructors and staff 
assistants with student affairs. These multi-
talented professionals   provide a point of 
reference for achieving academic success,   
building confident communication skills and 
strong moral values. Classroom instruction, 
coaching and mentoring are aimed at 
providing individualized attention in a 
nurturing environment. Community service 
and parental involvement is encouraged to 
strengthen resolve for life-long civic-minded 
participation. Personal consultations are 
available for each student to identify 
individual aptitudes, interests and abilities. 
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A medallion is a medal of honor--a 
badge of distinction worn by those of 
noble character. It symbolizes 
achievement and commitment to 
excellence.  Instructors and mentors of 
the Foundation are carefully chosen 
men and women who are dedicated to 
helping students maximize their 
potential.   

GMF Programs :  The Gold Medallion 
Foundation  is a non-profit charitable 
organization chartered in the state of 
Ohio to provide personal, professional 
and cultural enrichment programs for 
youth and adults. SOE Academy I  
serves youth  ages 13-15 graduating 
with an informal dinner and dance. 
SOE Academy II serves youth ages 
14-17 graduating with a formal 
cotillion . Youth Summer Academies 
may be scheduled according to 
demand. To schedule conference, 
workshop and keynote presentations, 
call Mrs. Johnson at 614-322-2181. 

 REGISTRATION: Complete the enclosed 
insert making your donation payable to: The 
Gold Medallion Foundation , c/o: Brenda J. 
Johnson or pay online at 
www.thegoldmedallionfoundation.org.  
Enrollment is open to male and female 
students on a first come, first served basis.  
Registration includes class materials &  
instruction, lunch, dance instruction and the 
formal Grand Cotillion Ball.  Students who 
miss enrollment deadlines may register for 
the next scheduled class. Contact Mrs. 
Johnson at schoolofesther@juno.com or 
614-306-7751. 
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